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Study of gene expression profiling of phenylalanine ammonia-
lyase and thaumatin-like protein in sunflower infected by
Sclerotinia stem rot disease
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Table 1- Oligonucleotide primers used for studying gene expression profiling of phenylalanine ammonia-lyase and thaumatin-
like protein in sunflower (Helianthus annuus L.) genotypes in response to Sclerotinia stem rot disease agent
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Figure 1. Quality of extracted RNA and PCR results showing the accuracy of synthesized cDNA 3h after inoculations (from

right to left)
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Figure 2. Temperature melting curves of thaumatin-like protein, phenylalanine ammonia-lyase, 18SrRNA and actin genes in
real time PCR in sunflower (Helianthus annuus L.) genotypes infected by Sclerotinia stem rot disease agent (from right to left).
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Table 2- Mean percentage of necrosis on sunflower genotypes inoculated with Sclerotinia sclerotiorum isolate SSU53 under
controlled conditions

(As3) SSUB3 wlus 4 sy Licw & oY
Reaction to SSU53 isolate (Percent) Origin Type Line
. V¥ Al Breeder Line RHA265
<gfij"> CJL‘Z‘ v Mbﬁ Breeder Line LC1064-C

Sroesla ) 53 odew sy 5 035,50 Coand oo ys oy sm 43 oS« Siabe 31 s Sa) aw olid s S Sy ooley ele 7B b« Ol Kokl sla Y sl
el 0 (5,831l (6 ey oy g0 4 Bl L )

Reaction of sunflower linesto basal stem rot disease isolate scored 3 days after basal stem inoculation based on the percentage
of the area exhibiting necrosis symptoms on 1 cm of the stem base and all around it.
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Table 3. Analysis of variance for transcript variations of phenylalanine ammonia-lyase and thaumatin-like protein genesin
sunflower (Helianthus annuus L.) genotypes (RHA265 and LC106-C) in response to SSU53 isolate of Sclerotinia basal stem

rot disease agent.
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C) infected by SSU53 isolate of Sclerotiniabasal stem rot disease agent.
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Figure 3. Expression profiling of phenylalanine ammonia-lyase gene in sunflower (Helianthus annuus L.) genotypes
(RHA265 and LC106-C) infected by SSU53 isolate of Sclerotinia basal stem rot disease agent.
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Abstract

Sclerotinia stem rot disease caused by Sclerotinia sclerotiorum is one of the most important diseases of
sunflower. The use of resistant genotypes is potentially an economically useful method for its control. In
this study, the expression level of the genes encoding phenylalanine ammonia-lyase 2 (PAL2) and
thaumatin-like protein (TLP) were measured in the LC106-C and RHA265 genotypes of sunflower
inoculated with SSU53 isolate of S. sclerotiorum by real time PCR technique. The results revealed that
transcript levels of both the PAL2 and TLP genes were significantly affected by genotype, time after
inoculation and genotype-time of inoculation interactions. In particular there were significant differences
between the expression of PAL in two genotypes 6 and 48 hours after infection. Concerning the
expression of the TLP gene, the maximum difference between two genotypes was observed 48 hours after
infection. The high expression level of studied genes in a resistant line compared to a susceptible one
confirms the involvement of these genes in partial resistance of sunflower to Sclerotinia stem rot disease.
It al'so confirms the resistance of LC106-C to the disease at the molecular level. The findings of this study
can be useful in sunflower breeding programs for producing cultivars resistant to Sclerotinia stem rot
disease.

Keywords: Necrotrophic fungi, oily sunflower, partial resistance, real time PCR, Sclerotiniarot.
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