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Abstract

Plants utilize different strategies to combat abiotic stress, depending on the species and growth stage. One
of these strategies is to increase the remobilization of water-soluble carbohydrates (WSC) under stress,
which can be important sources of carbon to fill the grain in response to drought stress. Drought is one of
the most important abiotic stresses affecting yield of agricultural products. In addition, drought stress is
one of the main limiting factors in plant growth, it can also prevent respiration, photosynthesis and
opening and closing of plant stomata. As a result, it affects the growth and physiological metabolism of
the plant. In response to drought stress, plants activate drought response mechanisms such as
morphological and structural changes as well as the expression of responsive-drought genes, the synthesis
of hormones and osmotic regulators to reduce drought stress. Drought initiates the senescence of cereal
leaves, including changes in the expression of thousands of genes that ultimately affect grain protein
content, grain yield, and nitrogen utilization efficiency. Also, under drought stress, soil nitrogen
availability is reduced causing initiation and acceleration of the leaves senescence. Leaf senescence is
strongly influenced by plant hormones and environmental factors including the availability of nitrogen.
During maturity or drought stress, reduced nitrogen uptake can cause nitrogen to be redistributed from
leaves and stems to seeds, eventually leading to leaf senescence. Under these conditions, genes involved
in the fructan biosynthesis pathway and in chloroplast degradation and proteases show increased
expression. For example, genes involved in protein degradation (proteases) and transcription factors
(NAC, WRKY) are expressed in the process of cells senescence. In this paper, it was shown that the
genes involved in the fructan biosynthesis pathway, chloroplast degradation, protein degradation
(proteases), and transcription factors (NAC, WRKY) during the aging process show increased expression.

Keywords: Drought, Fructan biosynthesis, Grain filling, Soluble carbohydrates.
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Fig 1. Schematic diagram showing integrative effects of stay-green and terminal senescence traits in plants. Extended stay-green trait
provides sufficient photosynthate available as transportable sugar (orange arrows) for floral development during grain filling. Conversely,
initiation of terminal senescence after seed set provides additional nutrient supply (brown arrows) to the developing grains. An unknown
signaling component from the floral organ (blue arrows) is thought to initiate the senescence process in leaves.
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Fig 2. Functional and regulatory proteins involved in response to drought stress.
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Table 1. Genes and proteins involved in leaf senescence.

Lo o g5 Slasie

RETPUSEL

]

S ap S HVSAG12 cysteine protease (Hollmann et al.2014)
Subtilase Subtilases (Hollmann et al.2014)
UBC5 ubiquitin.E2 (Hollmann et al.2014)
RGLG2 ubiquitin.E3.RING (Hollmann et al.2014)
UBP5 ubiquitin.ubiquitin protease (Sultana et al.2021)
MYB MYB-related transcription factor family (Hollmann et al.2014)
HVNACO013 NAC domain transcription factor family (Hollmann et al.2014)
RNA s 555 odas HVWRKY12  WRKY domain transcription factor family (Sultana et al.2021)
I1AAL6 Aux/IAA family (Hollmann et al.2014)
AFO C2C2(zn) YABBY family (Sultana et al.2021)
HvVNAC001 NAC domain transcription factor family (Hollmann et al.2014)
G bl el s, SAGLA Blue copper-binding protein (membrane) (Miller et al.1999)
ACS6 ACC synthase (Miller et al.1999)
SAG21 Late embryogenesis-abundant gene (Miller et al.1999)
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