
Genetic Engineering and Biosafety Journal 

Vol1, Number2, Fall 2012 and Winter 2013, Bi-seasonal 

E 
 

 

 

 
Monitoring the Occurrence of Genetically Modified Maize at a Grain Receiving 

Port in Iran 
Leila Sarmadi ¹, Abbas Alemzadeh ¹* and Behzad Ghareyazie ² 

 

1- Crop Production and Plant Breeding Department, School of Agriculture, Shiraz University, Iran.  

2- Agricultural Biotechnology Research Institute of Iran, Alborz, Iran.  

* Corresponding Author, Email: alemzadeh@shirazu.ac.ir 

 

 

 

his study was carried out to detect the presence of genetically modified maize in imported 

into Iran using molecular approaches. Five samples of imported maize from Argentina in the 

second half of 2010 were obtained from Bandar Imam Khomeini custom. Using specific 

primers for CaMV 35S promoter and nos terminator, PCR was performed. In this study 

Invertase gene of maize was used as internal control. The results showed that maize samples imported 

from Argentina were genetically modified and they have regulatory regions of CaMV 35S and nos in their 

genome. The shipment was not labled and there was no indication in the accompanying documents that the 

shipment “may contain living modified organisms”. 
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