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Effects of Titanium Dioxide Nanoparticles on the Anatomical and
Biochemical Characteristics of Aptenia cordifolia at Different
Developmental Stages
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Abstract

Titanium dioxide nanoparticles (TiO2) have gained attention for their
photocatalytic properties and broad applications in life sciences and
agriculture. However, their impact on plant growth and development
remains a topic of ongoing debate. This study, utilizing a completely
randomized design, investigated the effects of foliar-applied TiO: at
concentrations of 0, 0.03%, and 0.05% on the growth, morphology, and
biochemical traits of Aptenia cordifolia during its vegetative and
reproductive stages. The results indicated that TiO. treatments reduced
growth parameters, such as stem length, root length, and leaf area, during
both vegetative and reproductive stages compared to controls. However,
plants treated with 0.03% TiO: exhibited significantly higher fresh and dry
weights of roots and shoots, as well as greater stomatal density, compared to
those treated with 0.05%, suggesting a potential inhibitory effect of the
higher concentration. In the vegetative stage, the 0.03% treatment increased
photosynthetic pigments (chlorophyll a, b, total chlorophyll, and
carotenoids) and peroxidase activity, while in the reproductive stage, these
increases were observed with the 0.05% treatment. Additionally, the 0.05%
TiO: treatment led to an increase in protein content in both stages. These
findings demonstrate that the effects of TiO: are concentration- and growth
stage-dependent, with lower concentrations enhancing biochemical
properties, while higher concentrations adversely affected plant growth and
metabolism. Therefore, careful consideration of nanoparticle concentration
and application methods is essential for optimizing their effectiveness in
agricultural applications.
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Figl. Effect of different levels of titanium dioxide nanoparticles treatment on growth parameters A: shoot length, B: root
length, C: leaf area, D: shoot fresh weight, E: shoot dry weight, F: root fresh weight, G: root dry weight in the vegetative and
reproductive stages of the Aptenia cordifolia. Non-similar letters indicate a significant difference at the 0.05 probability level
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Fig2. Effect of different levels of titanium dioxide nanoparticles treatment on A: Number of stomata on the upper surface, B:
Number of stomata on the dorsal surface of the leaf, C: Number of water-storing cells on the upper surface, D: Number of

water-storing cells on the dorsal surface of the leaf in the Aptenia cordifolia in the vegetative and reproductive stages.
Different letters indicate a significant difference at the 0.05 probability level.
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Fig3. Comparison of changes in stomata and water-storing cells on the upper and lower surfaces of the leaves of the Aptenia
cordifolia as a result of foliar spraying with TiO, nanoparticles: 1- Epidermis of the leaf of the control plant, 2- Epidermis of
the leaf of the treated plant with 0.03% nanoparticles, 3- Epidermis of the leaf of the treated plant with 0.05% nanoparticles.

Ad stands for Adaxial (upper surface) and Ab stands for Abaxial (lower surface). Vs stands for vegetative stage, Rs stands for
reproductive stage. The blue arrow indicates the stomata and the orange arrow indicates the water storage cell.
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Figd4. Effect of different levels of titanium dioxide nanoparticles treatment on pigments A: chlorophyll a, B: chlorophyll b, C: total

chlorophyll and D: carotenoids in the vegetative and reproductive stages of the Aptenia cordifolia. Different letters indicate a significant
difference at the 0.05 probability level
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Fig5. Effect of different levels of titanium dioxide nanoparticles treatment on A: ascorbate peroxidase, B: peroxidase, C:
protein in the vegetative and reproductive stages of the Aptenia cordifolia. Different letters indicate a significant difference at

the 0.05 probability level.
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