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Table 1- Mean disease severity score of sunflower genotypes
inoculated with P. macdonaldii isolates under controlled
conditions (Darvishzadeh et al. 2007)

Ol Sl i 55 7B aler
Genotype Isolate
MAG6 MP8 MP10
AS613 6.74 2.24 3.63
ENSAT-B5 6.78 7.76 7.50
M5-54-1 1.24 6.46 2.21
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Percentage of cotyledon petiole area showing Phoma black
stem were scored from 1 (resistant) to 9 (susceptible) as
proposed by Roustace et al. (2000b), seven days after
inoculation, where 1, 0-5% petiole area with necrosis
spreading downward into the stem; 2, 6-10%; 3, 11-20%j;
4, 21-30%; 5, 31-40%; 6, 41-60%; 7, 61-80%; 8,
81-99%; and 9, 100%.
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Table 2- Oligonucleoitide primers used for quantitative real time RT-PCR
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Figure 1- Expression profile of genes encoding transcription
factors HD-Zip (1), MYB-related (2) in original lines ‘AS613’
, ‘ENSAT-B5’ and mutant line ‘M5-54-1" challenged by three
Phoma black stem isolates (MA6, MP8 and MP10)
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Table 3- Analysis of variance for the effects of three P. macdonaldii isolates and three sunflower genotypes on the expression of

transcription factors associated with resistance to black stem disease

Sourcesof Changes &l a5 sl df MS
Gene 0 Rep Isolate Repxlsolate  Genotype Genotypex|solate
AP2 domain transcription factor 26 326 805 0.47 50.61" 1.83
HD-Zip transcription factor 26 1.06 0.84 0.36 7.89" 4.44"
WRKY _family transcription factor 26 065 6.99 34 93.3" 4.44
MY B-related transcription factor 26 193 7219 0.65 33.92” 9.81"
MY B-family transcription factor 26 2.65 2.8 0.22 3.14 2
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ABSTRACT

lack stem is one of the most important fungal diseases of sunflower caused by

Phoma macdonaldii. In this study, expression level of some transcription factors

(TF) including HD-Zip, AP2 domain, MY B- related, WRKY family and MYB

family were studied using quantitative RT-PCR in sunflower genotypes,
including ENSAT-B5 (susceptible to al 3 studied isolates;, MA6, MP8, MP10), AS613
(resistant against MP8 and MP10 and susceptible to MA6), and M5-54-1 (a mutant
genotype, resistant against MA6 and MP10 and susceptible to MP8) following infection
by MA6, MP8 and MP10 isolates of P. macdonaldii. Among studied TFs, the expression
level of two TFs, HD-Zip and MY B-related, were significantly different in genotype-
isolate combinations but the expression level of three other TFs including AP2 domain,
WRKY family and MY B family, were not significantly different in several genotype-
isolate combinations. The expression of HD-Zip and MY B-related were suppressed in
infected genotypes. Results revealed that increased repression of HD-Zip and decreased
repression of MY B-related are affective in induction of resistance to MP8 and MP10
isolates in AS613 genotype. In this study, the induction of resistance in mutant genotype
against MA6 and MP10 isolates was accompanied with decreased suppression of HD-
Zip and MY B-related genes.
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